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Medieval Astrology

“I do much damage by my might,

On sea and land, by day and night.

My exaltation’s in the Scales,

But in the Ram my power fails.

It’s thirty years, harsh and malign,

Ere I come again to the same sign.” 

(www.englib.cornell.edu/mhh4/planets/planetstext.html)


So says Mars, one of the seven beings primarily used in medieval astrology.  Besides Mars, there is Saturn, Jupiter, Sol, Venus, Mercury, and Luna.  Each has different traits.  Mercury seems to represent something that is not, small animals, or gardens.  Venus seems to represent beauteous things.  Mars represents events or things having to do with battles or wars.  Jupiter represents churches or knowledge.  Saturn represents death, or dark forces.  Sol, who is really the sun, represents masculinity and power.  Luna, also known as the moon, represents women and witchcraft. (All data about the beings are from www.eliki.com)


However, these beings are only half of medieval astrology.  The other half consists of the weller-known beings, who are ruled by the previous beings, that make up the horoscope. These beings are Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, Aquarius, and Pisces. (The following data comes from the Academic American Encyclopedia, pp. 271)


Aries is symbolized by a ram.  This ram is known to be the ruler of personality.  He is the horoscope being for people with birthdays between March 21 and April 20 and is ruled by Mars.


A bull symbolizes Taurus, who rules money and resources.  Taurus is the horoscope being for people with birthdays between April 21 and May 21 and is ruled by Venus.


If your birthday is between May 22 and June 21, your horoscope being is Gemini.  Gemini is often known as “ the Twin.”  This being rules communications and is ruled by Mercury.


The ruler of home and family is Cancer.  Cancer is symbolized by a crab, and is ruled by Luna.  If your day of birth is between June 22 and July 23, this crab is your horoscope being.


Leo the lion is the horoscope being for individuals with birthdays between July 24 and August 23.  This lion is the ruler of both romance and the creative arts, and Leo is ruled by Sol.


Virgo the Virgin is the ruler of service.  People with birthdays between August 24 and September 23 have this person as their horoscope being, who is ruled by Mercury.


In addition to ruling Taurus, Venus also rules Libra, the horoscope being commonly represented by a balance.  This being, who is the ruler of marriage, is the horoscope being for people with birthdays between September 24 and October 23.


As it’s names implies, Scorpio is often symbolized by a scorpion.  This scorpion rules passion and death, and is the horoscope being for people with birthdays between October 24 and November 22.  Mars rules this horoscope being. 


Sagittarius rules philosophy and higher education and is ruled by Jupiter.  Sagittarius is commonly shown to be an archer and is the horoscope being for people with birthdays between November 23 and December 21.
 


The horoscope being that is represented by a goat is Capricorn.  Capricorn is the horoscope being for people with birthdays between December 22 and January 20, and Capricorn rules career.  Saturn is the ruler of Capricorn.


Aquarius is known as the Water Bearer.  This horoscope being rules friends and hopes.  Saturn rules Aquarius, and Aquarius is horoscope being of people with birthdays between January 21 and February 19.


Pisces the Fish is the last horoscope being, going in this order.  Pisces is the horoscope being for people with birthdays between February 20 and March 20, and Pisces rules secrets.  Jupiter is the ruler of Pisces.  


I am unclear as to the philosophy of medieval astrology, but it was used in many ways.  One such way was medical.  As the text on a webpage states (www.eliki.com…):

  
“To treat disease, the doctor would consult two documents, the patient’s birth horoscope and a second horoscope that detailed the positions of the stars when the patient fell ill……Medical astrology was so widely accepted that it was not considered possible for a physician to practice without the knowledge and use of astrology.”


In conclusion, astrology was complex in medieval times.  There were god/goddess-like beings, smaller beings which were ruled by them, and traits or things controlled by the smaller beings.  Astrology was used especially in medicinal treatments, and seemed to be a very important part of medieval life.
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